
Great River Utility Operating Company
Bringing safe, reliable, and environmentally responsible water resources to our customers every day. 

Case Study: Trace #4

Upon acquiring the Trace #4 lagoon in Lamar County near Hattiesburg, 
Great River identified significant challenges, including wastewater 
discharges that were not treated to state standards. These issues 
impacted local streams, the surrounding environment, and nearby 
recreational areas. The facility’s single-cell lagoon had suffered from 
prolonged neglect, with hazardous sludge accumulation and inadequate 
treatment capacity that posed risks to both the community and natural 
resources.

To address these challenges, Great River began by clearing away heavy 
vegetation and removing the hazardous sludge buildup. New 
aeration equipment was subsequently installed to bring the lagoon into 
compliance with permitted limits and the site secured with proper 
fencing and gating to ensure safety and long-term system integrity.

As a result of these improvements, the Trace #4 is now operating 
within regulatory standards, safeguarding local waterways and 
recreational spaces. By implementing effective treatment solutions and 
prioritizing environmental health, Great River has strengthened the 
long-term sustainability of the facility and restored protection for the 
surrounding community and ecosystem. 
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